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He held multiple positions in New York state 
government, interrupted by a stint in Wash-
ington, D.C., as Director of Administration for 
the American Society for Public Administra-
tion. 

The Virginia General Assembly established 
the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission (JLARC) in 1973, and Ray was hired 
as the first director. JLARC was created to as-
sist the General Assembly in its oversight re-
sponsibilities by auditing state government 
agencies and analyzing their effectiveness. In 
this mission, JLARC located an ideal founding 
director in Ray. He assembled a strong team 
and performed his duties with rigor and atten-
tiveness. When I was a member of the House 
of Delegates, I saw firsthand the importance of 
JLARC’s mission and contributions; Ray’s 
work for twelve years at JLARC helped build 
that institution and made it a model for other 
states. 

After winning election in 1985, Governor 
Gerald Baliles appointed Ray to serve as the 
Commissioner of Virginia’s Department of 
Highways and Transportation, now the Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT). His time at 
JLARC had familiarized him with the Com-
monwealth’s transportation needs. Under his 
leadership, which lasted through the terms of 
Governor Baliles and his successor Doug 
Wilder, VDOT completed many important 
projects, became more efficient, and improved 
its communications with the public about its 
work. 

Ray continued to work on transportation 
after leaving office at Virginia Tech’s Transpor-
tation Institute. He brought his knowledge of 
highways and transportation to the institute’s 
research, and it now stands as one of the 
country’s leading academic centers in the 
field. In this capacity, I had the opportunity to 
work with Ray. 

For his leadership over the years, Ray won 
numerous awards and recognitions, including 
the New Century Region High Tech Leader-

ship Award, American Society of Highway En-
gineers Robert E. Person P.E. Person of the 
Year Award, the Rotary Foundation Inter-
national Paul Harris Fellow, the Virginia Tech 
University Transportation Fellow, the Penn 
State Alumni Fellow, and the Roanoke- 
Blacksburg Technology Hall of Fame. 

Ray is survived by his wife, Mary Jane, his 
three daughters, Jennifer, Leslie and Judy, his 
grandchildren, Austin, Stephanie and Kath-
leen, and his sons-in-law, Tom, Ken and 
Scott. I would like to offer my condolences to 
them on the loss of this committed and diligent 
public servant. 
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SUPPORT FOR THE UYGHUR MUS-
LIMS: H.R. 6210, UYGHUR FORCED 
LABOR PREVENTION ACT AND 
H.R. 6270 UYGHUR FORCED 
LABOR DISCLOSURE ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to offer my unequivocal support for 
the Uyghur Muslim people, and to support the 
Uyghur bills being considered in the House. 

For several years, China has violated inter-
national human rights through the mass sur-
veillance and internment of as many as 
1,800,000 Uyghurs, ethnic Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, 
and members of other Muslim minority groups 
in Xinjiang—an Autonomous Region in west-
ern China. Those detained in internment 
camps have described forced political indoc-
trination, torture, beatings, food deprivation, 
and denial of religious, cultural, and linguistic 
freedoms. What are the alleged high crimes 
that warrant such inhumane punishment 
against Uyghurs? Wearing long beards, refus-
ing alcohol, or other behaviors that Chinese 

authorities deem to be signs of ‘‘religious ex-
tremism.’’ 

Alarmingly, there is a widespread forced 
labor system that exists inside the mass in-
ternment camps as confirmed by the testi-
mony of camp survivors, satellite imagery, and 
leaked official documents from the Chinese 
government. In its 2019 Annual Report, the 
Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China found that goods produced with forced 
labor included textiles, electronics, food prod-
ucts, shoes, tea, and handicrafts. We can not 
allow these goods to reach our shores. Amer-
ica must not profit off the denial of religious 
freedom and basic human rights that is per-
petuated against Uyghur Muslims. 

That is why I support the Uyghur Forced 
Labor Disclosure Act of 2020, H.R. 6270, and 
the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act, H.R. 
6210. These bills will hold private companies 
wishing to import goods into the U.S. account-
able by ensuring that they demonstrate a 
clean supply chain where goods or raw mate-
rials are not produced using forced labor. Ad-
ditionally, these bills will authorize the Presi-
dent of the United States to apply targeted 
sanctions on anyone responsible for the labor 
trafficking of Uyghurs and other Muslim ethnic 
minorities. 

There is no doubt that the United States has 
economically benefitted from the bilateral rela-
tionship with China. Yet, the United States’ 
moral authority must be paramount to the eco-
nomic relationship we have enjoyed. We must 
be willing to sacrifice any monetary gain. Our 
core democratic and constitutional principles 
to practice religion freely must be unwavering. 
In the plight of religious freedom around the 
world and for the Uyghur Muslims in China— 
the United States stands with you. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Uyghurs 
and I urge my colleagues to support these 
bills. 
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